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When handling dangerous bio-

logical agents or hazardous sub-

stances it is vital to protect the 

user and the  environment using 

SC. Aseptic and particle-free 

production and experimental 

conditions are  also of great 

 significance. To permanently 

safeguard the user as well as the 

product, regular testing and ser-

vicing of the SC to DIN EN 12469 

and DIN 12980 becomes a basic 

necessity. The responsibility for 

this lies with the operator. It is 

important that the tests are per-

formed by  persons with the 

 required professional qualifica-

tions. The personal certification 

by the TUV in Germany has 

proved its worth, the four-day 

servicing safety cabi



95

intensive training course con-

cluding with theoretical as well 

as practical tests, is regarded to 

be the most fundamental. If the 

SC is located within a clean-

room, e.g. as part of medical 

drug production, then further 

tests are needed. Inspected and 

certified process simplify audits 

by regulating bodies and accel-

erate the granting of a drug 

manufacturing  licence in accor-

dance with pharmaceutical law.

The decontamination of biologi-

cal agents in safety  cabinets 

 using hydrogen  peroxide  vapour 

(HPV) is the alternative to the 

standard formaldehyde method. 

A series of tests in research labo-

ratories have shown that the 

HPV  method is considerably 

more effective and faster than 

formaldehyde. This saves an 

 enormous amount of time, 

 enabling  laboratories to be 

 utilised again sooner, thereby 

lowering costs. Furthermore, 

for HPV any health and safety 

problems are signifcantly re-

duced. Taking the time to 

 scrutinize this alternative is well 

worth the effort.
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